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AN ORDEAL
An ordeal is a very difficult experience. We know what its
like to agonize over broken relationships, experience debilitating diseases or struggle with the loss of a job.
Those are all stressful, but suffering for the sake of
righteousness seems especially unfair. With the ever increasing paganizing of America and a polarizing disregard,
disrespect and disapproval of Christians and their values,
you and I stand as potential targets for abuse and accusations. Peter reminds us
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you
for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you.” (I Peter
4:12). As we review the paragraph of I Peter 4:12-19 consider some principles to
remember when dealing with ordeals for righteousness sake.
I Peter 4:12 indicates that we should not be surprised by intense difficulty. We
should anticipate these extreme trials knowing that the outcome will be good, for it
will reveal the strengths and weaknesses of our character. To suffer in such a way
should not be considered unusual or strange.
Even though we know that difficulties are likely we should not be pessimistic. I Peter
4:13 tells us to keep on rejoicing when we share in the sufferings of Christ. We do
not suffer in the same way as Christ but due to our allegiance to Christ we will suffer. Another cause for rejoicing is that we have something to look forward to, knowing we will one day celebrate Christ’s return. While awaiting His return, verse fourteen indicates we are blessed when reviled for the name of Christ.
We are cautioned against carelessness in verse fifteen of our text. We are to beware
that we do not suffer for sinful behavior. We must do nothing that provides our accusers with legitimate accusations against us. Even if we don’t murder, to meddle in
another’s business makes us guilty and worthy of judgement. We must avoid bad behavior!
Amid suffering we can glorify God knowing that through the difficulties we are being
purged and purified and therefore made better believers. As such we should share
the gospel with unbelievers who will face final judgement without mercy if they fail
to receive Christ.
(See vs. 16-18).
When facing fiery trials might each of us “entrust our souls to a faithful Creator” (I
Peter 4:19) and continue to do right.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

