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This past weekend we celebrated our nation’s freedom
and we have much for which to be thankful. We also
have cause for concern for American’s seem determined
to practice more and more sin. Depraved humans believe
they are free to kill an unwanted child and practice sodomy all with government approval. Indeed we are free to
sin but we are not free from judgment.
Ezekiel 18:20 tells us that the soul who sins dies, and Romans 6:23 reminds
us that the wages of sin is death. Those without Christ will spend an eternity
separated from Him, condemned to eternal punishment in Hell. Those who have
accepted Christ’s salvation are not exempt from judgment. God’s Word indicates
that “each one of us will give an account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12)
and that we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ (II Corinthians
5:10).
Thankfully our sin is not unpardonable. The good news of Romans 5:8-9 tells
us “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.” [NASB]. Furthermore, since believers are not always behavers we have the promise of a
faithful Forgiver who will cleanse us from all confessed sins. (I John 1:9).
As believers seeking to walk with God, our sin should not define us. “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do
not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.” (Romans 6:12-13).
Galatians 5:1informs us that “It was for freedom that Christ set us free;
therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to the yoke of slavery.” And Galatians 5:13 reminds us that we though we are called to freedom
we must not turn that freedom into an opportunity for the flesh. In fact, II Corinthians 10:5 instructs us to take every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ.
Thank God for our freedom. Thank God too that where sin abounded, grace
abounded all the more. (Romans 5:20).
Looking Up,
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