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One hallmark of the New Testament church is
that of the fellowship of the saints. I John
1:7 reminds us that “if we walk in the Light as
He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His
Son cleanses us from all sin.” I had a remarkable opportunity to experience this in a new
and different way during my recent missions
trip to Hungary and Lithuania.
My first Sunday in Hungary I had the privilege
of listening to a Hungarian church service taking place in the large meeting hall right below my guest room at the Bible Institute. I
understood none of the service but knew that they were singing “Be Thou My Vision”
and enjoying their fellowship with God. During the week I had the privilege of teaching 40 first year Bible Institute students from the book of Romans. The class consisted of 18-19 year olds from thirteen countries and ten native languages. It was
amazing to see them interact and fellowship with one another as they learn and grow
in their walk with Christ. Each evening one of the staff or faculty hosted myself and
the two other visiting instructors in their homes for dinner. They included a retired
American widow who provided hospitality to us in her 500 square foot apartment.
Each night we enjoyed fellowship with these wonderful believers.
In Vilnius, Lithuania I was hosted by Pastor Audrius Sinkevicius and his wife Dinah. She
gladly provided meals and prepared plenty to share with the church fellowship
luncheon on Sunday. Pastor Audrius sacrificially gave of his time to fellowship and
show me around his city. The church of about 50 believers has Russian and Lithuanian
speakers banding together in harmony and fellowship. I was impressed with their
friendliness to me and each other. Many of them expressed the fact that they were
missing the fellowship of our missionary Tim Steinbuch.
During my trip I sat on a total of ten flights for 26 hours and spent another 20
hours in airports during layovers. It is noteworthy that I had fellowship with none of
the hundreds of people I saw and traveled with. In fact during all those flights only
two passengers spoke to me at all. We didn’t have fellowship.
The fellowship of believers wherever they live is a vibrant and dynamic thing. Let us
praise the Lord for binding us together in His church.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

