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THE NEXT STEP 
 
Sometimes it may seem that all you hear are mes-
sages geared toward getting people back on track 
in their spiritual lives. It may seem that preachers 
think every Christian is carnal and every believer 
misbehaves. So what if you’re not worldly or 
wicked, is there nothing more for you to accomplish 
in your spiritual life? Is there no where for you to 
improve? 
 

When recently reading through 1Thessalonians I was struck by this verse. “Finally 
then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received 
from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually 
do walk), that you excel still more.” (I Thessalonians 4:1). I especially noted the 
phrase “that you excel still more.” Paul is encouraging these believers to do better 
at walking with and pleasing God even though they were already doing so. Also note-
worthy is the fact that Paul uses the same phrase in 4:10 where he encourages be-
lievers to love the brethren and “excel still more.” 
 
When reviewing the opening chapter of I Thessalonians we learn that Paul was mindful 
of the fact that these followers of Christ were active in their faith and labor of 
love (see 1:3). He also notes that they were passionately loving those around them 
by proclaiming the gospel of Christ (see 1:8).  So, here’s the point: They were doing 
well (chapter 1) but he encourages them to do even better … “excel still more” in 
chapter 4. Paul nor God expects us to be stagnant. He wants us to be growing and 
constantly improving in our relationship with Him and others.  
 
But that’s not all. 
 
Consider II Thessalonians 1:3. “We ought always to give thanks to God for you, breth-
ren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each 
one of you toward one another grows ever greater;” Imagine that! The Apostle had 
encouraged them to “excel still more” and they did! When he wrote to them a second 
time the first thing he mentions is that their faith was increasing and their love was 
growing greater. 
 
So, if you’re not worldly or wicked that’s great. But let’s not think we have no 
where to go. Each of us should seek to “excel still more” in our walk with God and 
love for others.  
 
Looking Up, 
   Pastor Chuck Circle 


