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I’m pretty sure that those who work in jewelry
stores receive special training on how to present
diamonds to customers. I’m sure you’ve noticed that
they always display diamonds on black velvet and
when taken out of the case they have special lighting
that makes the diamond dazzle. In fact a good sales
associate will twist the ring between their thumb and
forefinger and keep the ring moving ever so subtly
so that the light stunningly shimmers from the setting. It is beautiful!
I don’t know if you’re in the diamond shopping mode
this Valentines season but I do want to think with you for just a moment about
some of God’s diamonds.
In Psalm 130:7-8 we read “O Israel, hope in the LORD; for with the LORD there
is lovingkindness, and with Him is abundant redemption. And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.” There are several dazzling declarations here.
First there is the reality of hope. God has great things in store for His people, we indeed ought to have great expectations. Hope is an unseen but not uncertain confidence. Let’s hope in God! Another gem in this text is that of lovingkindness. This is God’s steadfast, loyal love. It involves the radiance of
God’s faithfulness that never fails or fades. Then too there is redemption.
When God redeems He ransoms or pays the price to cover our sin and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. Note too that this redemption is abundant not
just a dab or a drizzle, but a downpour … more than enough! That really
shines against the darkness of our otherwise damned condition.
This psalm starts with despair. “Out of the depths I have cried to You, O
Lord.” (v.1) Initially the writer was overcome by the darkness. Think of others
like that. Jeremiah was in a dark dungeon (Jeremiah 38) and Daniel was in a dark
lion’s den (Daniel 6) then too Jonah was in the depths of the sea inside a whale
(Jonah 2:1) when he cried out to God. In every case what started with desperation ended with delight. That’s diamonds on velvet. The darkness only accentuates the light!
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

