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HAPPY HOUR!
Ok, the title is abit enticing and you’re wondering what in
the world a preacher would know about happy hour.
But now that I have your attention, think with me for a
minute about happy hour.
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When considering the normal definition of this term I
found these: “A period of the day when drinks are sold
at reduced prices in a bar or restaurant.” (from Google
search). Wikipedia indicates that “Happy hour is a marketing term for a period of time in which a public venue,
such as a restaurant, bar, bowling alley, stadium, or state/county fair, offers discounts on alcoholic drinks, such as beer, wine, and cocktails.”
Now I am definitely not interested in the normal definition of this expression and believe that the use of any alcohol at any time and in any place is unwise for a Christian.
But I do think we should celebrate happy hour.
In Nehemiah 8:9-10 the people of God were in the midst of a wonderful revival and
therefore repenting of their sins. That is good. However, Nehemiah reminded them
that they should not be overly caught up in their sorrow over sin and instead should
be celebrating God’s grace for “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” (Nehemiah
8:10b). Furthermore in Galatians 5:13-15 believers are encouraged to serve one another in love. The alternative to loving our neighbor is to cannibalize them! (See Gal.
5:15). Real joy and happiness comes through serving others. Galatians 5:22 reminds
us that the second item listed as fruit of the Spirit is joy and Ephesians 5:18-20
tells us that those who are filled with the Spirit speak to one another with songs and
hymns and are always giving thanks to God. I’m pretty sure that singing and thanking
are joyous and happy expressions.
Why should we celebrate “happy hour?” Because God has forgiven our sins (Neh.
8:9-10) and has given us the ability to serve one another in love (Gal. 5:13-15).
Then too we have God’s Spirit that is producing joy in us (Gal. 5:22) and, as believers
we have Someone to sing to each other about (Eph. 5:18-20).
Where do we celebrate “happy hour?” The answer is in a local church filled with joyous born again believers who gather to revel in God’s goodness. Church services at
Franklin Road Baptist Church ought to be the best happy hour anywhere. Come and
celebrate this week.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

