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CHOKED UP
On Sunday Pastor Andy and I preached a joint message
called “Choked Out.” It was based on Matthew 13:22
where Jesus provides the parable of the sower and
the seed and indicates that some of the seed fell on
thorny ground where it can easily get choked out.
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My thoughts for this newsletter article have now
turned to being choked up. One dictionary definition I
found for the phrase indicates that being choked up is
to be “unable to speak because of strong emotion.” I wonder, what kind of strong
emotion chokes us up?
Being choked up because of sorrow is appropriate. In Romans 12:15 loving Christians are encouraged to weep with the weeping. Because we are choked up we don’t
always know what to say and that is OK, just being there is enough. Afterall, the
best thing Job’s friends did after hearing of his distress was to sit with him in silence. (Job 2:11-13). We know too that Jesus himself wept at Lazarus’ grave
(John 11:35) and that believers associated with Dorcas wept when she passed away
(Acts 9:39).
It’s also good to be sorrowfully choked up when dealing with our sinful conditions. Luke tells of a sinful women washing Jesus’ feet with her tears. (See Luke
7: 36-38). She knew she was a sinner and so too did Jesus. Yet, she needn’t say
anything, her sorrow and silence were powerful. Elsewhere Paul commends the
Corinthians for their godly sorrow that led to their repentance (II Corinthians
7:11).
Being choked up because of fear is inappropriate. If we fail to speak for Christ
because we fear the consequences that is not OK. When Jews were gathering in
Jerusalem for one of the Jewish feasts, John 7:11-13 indicates that they quietly
debated among themselves whether Jesus was a good man or one who led people
astray. However, verse 13 indicates that “no one was speaking openly of Him for
fear of the Jews.” Later in John 12:42 we learn that many of the Jewish rulers
believed in Christ but did not openly confess Him for fear of being thrown out of
the synagogue. Indeed Mark 16:8 tells us that the women who went to Christ’s
grave and found that He had risen “said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”
Are you choked up? Might we be so when sorrowing with mourners but not when
sharing the gospel.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

