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Is it just me or does everyone else, from time to time:
Critique everybody else’s driving but your own
Check for monsters behind the shower curtain
Practice conversations in the mirror
Try to play it cool when you trip on the sidewalk, slip on the ice, walk the wrong way, or
get off the elevator on the wrong floor
Pretend your microwave is a bomb and you have to defuse it before it goes off
Have a need to touch: clothes is the store, sand on the beach, flowers (as well as fake
plants to know you’re not just seeing things), tall brown grass in a field, marshmallows, everything behind signs that read – “Please do not touch”, wet paint on the
wall, icing on a cake, water in a fountain, bubbles, someone’s shaved head.
Now those may be a little humorous, but I think as humans, as Americans, as regulars of Indianapolis we share many of the same circumstances and situations. We cheer for the same
teams, eat at the same restaurants, shop at the same stores, read the same magazines, watch
the same shows, and celebrate the same holidays.
But I wonder, how would we do as a church family? How many similarities do we have?
How many have a “deep” passion to know the Word of God – not just knowing facts, but
living them.
How many desire to serve with all they have – to give more to the church than to self
How many witness with boldness – knowing it is intimidating but understanding that people
are heading for Hell
How many miss their church family when they’re away – there is a time to be with the lost
but you have a need to be where believers are
Philippians 2:1-4 says - Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any
consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,
2
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit,
intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of
mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
There are two key phrases I will take away from this passage today:
If there is any fellowship of the Spirit. This fellowship describes a mutual sharing. A mutual understanding – a mutual purpose. And if we are all called to be Christ-like…to
renew our mind (Romans 12:2) then we should know what it is to be Christ; a body of
believers who care for evangelizing the lost and equipping the saints as much as they
do for themselves.
Make my joy complete by being of the same mind. What Paul is talking about here (and 9
other times in Philippians) is not just having the same doctrinal standards but living
those standards out in the best possible way – together! Through God’s Word and the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, believers (a whole body of believer’s) can know the
very mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16).

