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I don’t know that you’d see one anywhere in Indiana
but if you traveled to Ireland or New Zealand you
might see sheepfolds dotting the rural countryside. They are wonderfully simple and amazingly
practical enclosures where sheep with their
shepherd find rest and refuge for the night.
The sheep and shepherd theme is quite familiar in
Scripture. The famously familiar 23rd Psalm reminds us the God leads us beside still waters and
Psalm 100:3 tells us that we are the sheep of His
pasture. In Matthew 9:36 we’re told that Jesus looked upon people with compassion
because they are distressed like sheep without a shepherd. And in John 10:11 Jesus
indicates that He is the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. Indeed
I Peter 5:4 indicates that one day the Chief Shepherd will appear.
But what about the holding pens where sheep gather for the night? What can we
learn from the sheepfold?
The sheepfold is a place of care. It’s where sheep go for protection from the savage
wolves who speak perverse things in order to draw away disciples after them. (Acts
20:29-30). It’s where they go for safety from those who would steal and rob. (John
10:1). As sheep enter the sheepfold each evening the loving shepherd would examine
each one and treat any scrapes and untangle any matting of the sheep’s wool coat.
Then too, the sheepfold is a place of community. It’s where sheep regularly return
as a part of their daily routine that is quite comforting knowing that they’ll be cared
for there. They become one flock with the shepherd. (John 10:16). It is here that
the older sheep mentor the younger; a place where support and encouragement happens; a home where the closeness of congregation is enjoyed. It is in the sheepfold
where communication takes place.
Finally, the sheepfold is a place of commitment. When a sheep fails to gather there,
the shepherd and other sheep know that its missing. Matthew 12:11 speaks of lifting
the sheep out of a pit and Matthew 18:12 tells of the shepherd who leaves the
ninety and nine sheep to look for they one who has strayed.
The sheepfold: A caring, comforting community of committed Christians ... that’s the
kind of place I want to be! Don’t you?
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

