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Pastor Andy
Both of the boys had baseball games this past Saturday and both of them had instances that
made me step back just a little bit. They both had situations that taken by a stranger would not
mean very much but being able to see them grow and develop I noticed it right away.

Unfortunately, it was caught – and he was upset about that – but what I noticed went far beyond getting out. At some point, we all get hit, but do you have the courage to get back in the
box and keep going?
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Jack was at the plate and during the kid-pitch portion of the game Jack was beamed right in the
forearm. Immediately all the players take a knee (a sign of respect I suspect) and the coaches
rush out to see if he is ok. If a player is hit at the plate, then a coach gets to throw the rest
of the pitches (and that’s my job). I grabbed my glove and walked out to the mound, and while
the coaches were tending to my boy, I yelled out, “Hey…toughen up”. He looked back at me
through the crowd of coaches mending his wounds with a look of, “I am. I have no clue what
they are doing”. When the crowd of coaches dispersed from the scene of the incident, he
stepped in the batter’s box and the first pitch I threw to him he roped to the shortstop.

Now with Titus, he is in the T-ball league which has a wide range of ages (3-6-year old’s). The
six-year old’s are the ones who can hit and don’t need a Tee. The 3-4-year old’s are the ones
without gloves, gum in their hair, Gatorade all over their face, and covered in dirt from lying
down on the diamond. Then you have the 5-year old’s (Titus’ age) who want to play, but still
find planes distracting.
At this current juncture in Titus’ young playing career, he is giving it his all to move his head
and rear in a synchronized manner to accomplish the goal of getting the ball when hit at him.
During this game, he was playing short-stop and a 6-year old was batting and drilled one right
at him. I was taken back by his quick response time and was excited to see him get the ball, but
alas, the ball took a hop and hit him right in his belly. My first thought was, “well…stink”,
but then I saw him quickly pick up the ball and try to get it back to the coach.
Again, the coaches came over to see if he was alright (not with the fanfare of Jack’s game) and
he just told them, “That was fun”.
Joshua 1:9 (ESV) - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”
Physical afflictions come with age, but it’s the mental and spiritual ones that we may not always be ready for and discouragement can really knock us down. Sometimes we have to take
the blow and keep moving forward because Satan wants to take another shot at us when we are
down. He wants us to give up a little with each hit and render ourselves useless.
II Timothy 4:7 (ESV) - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.
Satan will take his shots – it’s not if, but when – and we can take them because we know God
will be with us wherever we go. Keep in the race and run with joy and take your opportunities
to be pleasing to the Lord amidst the pain of Satan.

