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WRITE IT DOWN
We often write down the things we want to remember. If
we really want to remember we write things in special
books or even in stone. Our nation has official documents and monuments to remember those who’ve served
us well. On this Memorial Day weekend, we’ve had special commemorations for those who fought our battles
and for our loved ones no longer with us. It’s important that we remember.
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In Exodus 17:14 the Lord God told Moses to “Write this in a book as a memorial to recite
it to Joshua …” God wanted Israel’s first national battle recorded, remembered and recited. What were they to remember?
They were to remember their commander. When the Amalekites mounted an unprovoked attack on God’s people, Moses appointed Joshua as the leader of a make-shift army. Exodus
17:13 tells us that “Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people.” It was important that
Joshua be honored for assisting in this fight against God’s enemies.
They were also to remember their intercessor. It was during this battle that Moses went
up to a hill overlooking the battlefield and lifted his hands to God. As long as his hands
were up Israel was winning but when they were down, they were losing. Throughout that
day Moses kept his hands up with the aid of Aaron and Hur. Though Moses was not actually fighting the physical war, he was fighting on the spiritual front.
They needed to remember their enemy. Though the Amalekites were beaten by Joshua, they
were not destroyed. However, God wanted them to know that eventually He would
“utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” (Exodus 17:14b). The Almighty repeated that threat again in Numbers 24:20 and Deuteronomy 25:19 and ultimately brought it to pass in I Samuel 15.
Then too, they needed to remember their Deliverer. Immediately after God’s command for
Moses to write this down, Moses built an altar and named it Jehovah Nissi, “The Lord is my
Banner.” Though Joshua won on the battlefield and Moses won on the spiritual field, it
was God who gave them the victory. It was to Jehovah God that they owed their allegiance. They would move throughout the wilderness and into the Promised Land beneath
God’s flag.
This Memorial Day, I hope you’ve remembered commanders, intercessors and defeated
foes, but most of all given thought and offered thanks to the God who delivers.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

