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March Madness

Pastor Andy

It is that time of year that sports fans call “March Madness”. The college basketball tournament begins this Thursday, and even for a guy like me, who doesn’t really care for basketball, this is a fun tournament to watch.
Of course the tournament is about the teams, but the fans have found a way to enjoy it and
be engaged throughout the whole 3 week process. Even my sister-in-law who grew up on a
tiny island in the south pacific and now lives in the desert in the middle-east can enjoy this
tournament by simply filling out a 64-team bracket.
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The madness begins with finding out who is in the tournament (maybe your favorite team – GO
BUCKEYES), but then coming to grips that all reality will be thrown out the window come
Thursday at noon.
For many people, like yours truly, they will print off a bracket, study the teams meticulously, take into consideration the region they will play in, the fan base that will travel, who will
have a pep-band playing for them, who has injuries, who has been on a hot streak that is
bound to end, who has just gotten beat and is due for a hot-streak, and who is best matchedup against the competition.
For others, their strategy is much different. They choose who is going to win by throwing
darts at the team names, or asking their 2 year-old to point. They may decide who will win by
their favorite color, best mascot, or who has the cutest uniforms. They may decide who will
win based on eye colors of the players, who has the best hair, or by simply flipping a coin.
The truth is, once this tournament starts anything can happen. All reason of why certain
teams should win or lose gets thrown out the window – its madness. It’s a lot of fun. The enjoyment of seeing great competition, watching the underdog win, and anything can happen
when there are people/teams playing their hardest to win.
And if it is a blast for people who are just watching, how much more fun is it for the teams
participating? I Corinthians 9:24 says, Do you not know that those who run in a race all run,
but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.
Yesterday we talked about how God did not choose many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble; (I Corinthians 1:26). This race is not about who is the strongest, the smartest, or who is the most naturally equipped (i.e. king Saul). This race is about
faith and humility (i.e. king David).
This is a race filled with redeemed people who, according to the world’s eyes are underdogs
and have no business even in the race, but because of Jesus, through grace and mercy, have
the endurance to run the race that is set before us (Hebrews 12:1b), and stir things up.
We could be a church who is predictable and blend in to the worlds view, or we could shake
things up a bit and it just might get a little exciting around here.

