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BLESSINGS
We’ve just finished the Thanksgiving holiday weekend with
all of its football, family and feasts. I hope we’ve thought
too about God’s favor and counted our blessings as well.
An awareness of God’s blessings should surround our
Thanksgiving celebrations but also be a part of the Christmas season as well.
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Consider the reality of God’s blessings as they appear in Luke 1 just before
that first Christmas.
First of all note Elizabeth’s blessing in Luke 1:45. When speaking to her
cousin Mary who had just come to visit, she exclaims “Blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her
from the Lord.” Elizabeth blessed Mary for believing that she would birth the
Christ-child just as God said. Do we bless God when we see the faith of those
around us?
Mary’s Magnificat is found in Luke 1:46-55. Here Mary blesses, exalts and magnifies the Lord for His might and mercy. She worships the mighty and holy One
who has done great things for her (v. 49) and adores Him who has done mighty
deeds with His arms (v. 51). She praises God her Savior for “His mercy is upon
generation after generation toward those who fear Him.” (v. 50). Oh, that we
would be mindful of a mighty and merciful God this Christmas!
At the end of Luke 1 we have Zacharias’ prayer that begins “Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His
people.” (v. 68). Zacharias offers blessings to God for His redemption. As his
prayer progresses, he points out that God remembers His covenant (v. 72) and
grants rescue from the hands of enemies (v. 74). But most significantly he
knows that his son, John the Baptist, will be the forerunner of Christ who will
“give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their
sins.” (v. 77). We too must commit to blessing the redeeming Christ this Christmas.
This Christmas let us bless God our Savior (v. 47), the Mighty One (v. 49), the
Lord God of Israel (v. 68), the Most High (v. 76), the Sunrise from on high (v.
78). He alone must be the object of our affection and adoration.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

