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Yesterday was Veterans Day. I’m very thankful for
those who’ve served our nation. I do not have that
distinction and never will. I’m too old to become a
veteran. When I checked with a military recruitment
center, I found that the military service is not interested in “old” guys like me. In fact, if you want
to join the military, you have to finish basic training before your thirty-fifth birthday.
It is interesting to note, however, that when God’s people needed a General,
God chose an eighty-year-old Moses. (See Exodus 7:7). It would be his duty to
bring God’s people out of Egypt to the Promised Land. It proved to be a very
difficult task, but he’d been through a 40-year basic training course that
equipped him to serve and did so until his death at the age of 120.
Amazingly enough when it came time for a new General, God chose an eighty-fiveyear-old veteran to replace Moses. Numbers 27:18 records God’s instructions
to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and
lay your hands on him.” God knew that this “old” guy was Spirit guided and
would provide great leadership as the Israelites entered the Promised Land.
He’d faithfully served alongside Moses and would now replace him.
Then too, think of Caleb, one of Joshua’s best friends. As the Israelites are
settling and splitting up their nation into tribal territories, Caleb announces to
Joshua, “…now behold, I am eighty-five years old today. I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my strength
is now, for war and for going out and coming in. Now then, give me this hill
country …” (Joshua 14:10-12). He was up to the challenge and prepared for
conflict and conquest at the age of 85!
I think that too often we “retire” our veterans and consider them incapable, ineffective or old fashioned. The truth is many of our “older” men and women
have great spiritual depth and Christian life experience. Let’s remember that
these veterans are a blessing and benefit to any congregation and thank them
for their service.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

