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In 1987 Sherry and I had the rare privilege of standing on the bridge of the USS America (CV-66) super
aircraft carrier when it was in dry dock in the Norfolk, Virginia naval shipyard being overhauled. We had
many navy men at our church in Virginia Beach, and one
of them asked if we’d like a tour of his ship so we
jumped at the chance. When we got to the bridge area
of the ship, the headquarters for propulsion and weaponry, a Marine guard was stationed at the door. We were allowed to enter only because we were with him, a fairly high-ranking shipmen (and because the area
was totally gutted with nothing to see). Being with him got us access.
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I’M WITH HIM

Think with me now about II Chronicles 15:2. The prophet Azariah says to the
good King Asa, “The Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him,
He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.” Consider
three reminders. First, we can have God’s presence. Wherever we go we can be
assured that He goes with us. Second, God doesn’t hide from the seeker. I
preached from Jeremiah 29 last Sunday night and noted verse 13 which says,
“You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.” A
passionate pursuit of God will not be unsuccessful. A third reminder from II
Chronicles 15:2 is that God won’t stay where He’s not wanted. He won’t force
Himself on the one who forsakes Him.
When God’s people are truly with God, great things happen. In II Chronicles
15:4 we read that when Israel was in distress, “they turned to the Lord God of
Israel, and they sought Him, and He let them find Him.” Calm accompanies God’s
presence. Psalm 119:165 tells us, “Those who love Your law have great
peace, And nothing causes them to stumble.” Another result of being with God
is courage. “When Asa heard these words … he took courage and removed the
abominable idols from the land …” (II Chronicles 15:8) God’s presence inspired
the king to remove all elements of anything that would compete with God. Courage accompanies God’s presence.
So, who’s with you and how is that affecting you?
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

