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                                                                                                                                                                                        Pastor Andy 

I have been trying to grow vegetables for the last few years. It keeps me busy and al-
lows me to try new things in the summer. We all know that one of the main ways to 
have healthy vegetables is to make sure you continuously weed. The weeds love to 
choke out the space the crops need and take the nutrients they need as well. There 
are many applications I could make about this, but I won’t.  

Another way to have healthy vegetables is to make sure they are well fed. Fertilizers 
are great, but a much-needed water supply and ample sun is the best. There are plenty 
of applications I could make about this, but I won’t.  

Another way to have healthy vegetables is to make sure they are protected. Rabbits, 
chipmunks, birds, squirrels (insert an angry, disgruntled tone here), and bugs/beetles 
love to take from your hard work. I think they believe I am planting all this food for 
them. There are plenty of applications I could make about this, but I won’t.  

There are plenty of applications I could make about all the work that I am trying to do 
to help plants flourish, but the one I have been thinking about the most has to deal 
with my pumpkins. I planted pumpkins again this year (4 different kinds) and they are do-
ing well, but the pumpkins that are flourishing more than I could have imagined are 
what’s called “the volunteers”. They are the ones that come up from the seed of 
past pumpkins. I did not plant them, but they decided to grow on their own. They tend 
to be stronger and more resilient because they do not have to be nursed all the time.  

I think the church is like that. The strongest a church can be is when it is full of indi-
viduals who have decided to grow on their own. They do not have to be continuously 
pushed, prodded and pleaded with to grow. They do not have to be nursed and taken 
by the hand and pulled in the right direction. The church can provide all the bible 
studies, small groups, fellowships, outreaches, mission trips, programs, and activi-
ties needed to help people grow but unless they decide they want to on their own, it 
will be hard to grow strong and resilient to the dangers of this world.  

Sometimes the shepherd does need to carry a sheep, and he gladly does it. Sometimes 
a farmer does need to tend to weaker plants, and he gladly does it (Acts 20:35). But 
the joy of a strong harvest…the joy of a flock of sheep that hear the voice of The 
Shepherd and follow willingly (John 10:27) can be plentiful and mighty.  

Who will echo the same words as Isaiah: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”    Isai-
ah 6:8 

Thank you to all who give so much for this church body and the community that sur-
rounds!  




