F RANKLIN ROAD
baptist church

51 North Franklin Road • Indianapolis, IN 46219 • 317.897.1298

SUCCESS?

However, from a spiritual perspective we’d define success differently. One’s
faith is a good measure of spiritual success. For instance, we think of Noah,
Abraham, and Moses as great men of faith. Certainly, David’s victory over Goliath demonstrates an amazing feat of faith.
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How would you define success? Some would say that
success is indicated by one’s fame, fortune or
feats. We’ve recently seen some Olympic athletics
demonstrate success in their various sports. I
guess they’re the best in the world … at least for
now.

Hebrews 11 provides us with the familiar “Hall of Faith.” There the phrase “by
faith” appears nineteen times. In addition to Abraham and Moses, others like
Abel, Enoch, Sarah, Isaac and Rahab are heralded there. But do you know
what’s at the end of that chapter? There we learn of those who “were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection.” (v. 35) and we’re informed of the fate of others who “experienced mocking and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. ”(v. 36) We read that
some were stoned, sawn in two, afflicted and ill-treated, and wandered in mountains, caves and deserts. (vs. 37-38) A summary of these is this: they “gained
approval through their faith.” (v. 39) You see, an approved faith is not simply
one that conquers every evil and overcomes every obstacle. In fact, these with
approved faith “did not receive what was promised.” (v. 39) They didn’t get all
of that for which they were looking. The reality is that they finished well, and
that’s a successful faith.
Are we successful? Habakkuk 2:4 says the righteous will live by faith, a
thought repeated by Paul in Romans 1:17. Furthermore, Romans 5:1-2 reminds
us that “having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by
faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of
God.” By faith we have peace, grace and hope. These are the true signs of success.
May God help us to successfully walk by faith and not by sight. (II Corinthians
5:7).
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