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Twitter is a popular social media platform that many of you
use. I’m not adept at social media and do not use it, though I’m
sure it is an effective means of communication. Because it provides him with a means of communicating directly with the public, President Trump is known for his frequent tweets. But did
you know that long before our modern era people were
tweeting? At least one is recorded in Scripture.
Consider Isaiah 38:14 “"Like a swallow, like a crane, so I twitter; I moan like a
dove; My eyes look wistfully to the heights; O Lord, I am oppressed, be my security.” Hezekiah had been informed by the prophet Isaiah that he was going to
die but after praying God spared him and promised him another fifteen years.
When reviewing his experience he offers the verse just sighted. Now some
might argue that Hezekiah didn’t actually tweet. The ESV indicates that he
chirped, and the New King James says he chattered. The Hebrew word is
“tsaphaph” and twitter is a good translation.
Did you notice the actual prayer that Hezekiah tweeted to God? “O Lord, I am oppressed, be my security.” Pretty short isn’t it. Not even 140 characters, only
32. You see God can and does hear even short prayers directed to Him. Though
there is certainly nothing wrong with lengthy prayers and a disciplined prayer
life is important, short prayers or tweets God-ward are good.
Nehemiah indicates that he offered a very short prayer when the king, for whom
he worked asked what he would like from him. Nehemiah 2:4 says “So I prayed
to the God of heaven,” and the next verse goes on to tell that for which Nehemiah asked. I’m sure that what Nehemiah offered was a very quick, under his
breath, type of prayer for wisdom and right words. It had to have been short.
Jesus prayed briefly on the cross. In Luke 23:34 He says, “Father, forgive
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” A lengthy prayer was not
needed. He used only 52 characters. For another short prayer consider Acts
7:59. As Stephen was dying he prayed “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” Now
that’s a sweet tweet of only 27 characters!
I think Christians should twitter. Not on social media but through our Saviormedia, praying short but powerful prayers.
Looking Up!
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