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Hitting the Mark

Pastor Andy Johnston

For Thanksgiving we were in Pennsylvania and Liz’s brother, Jeremiah, offered for us
to shoot clay pigeons (little orange clay discs – not real birds) after our meal. They
happen to live in Amish country and being friends with many of them, a few of the
Amish came over to shoot as well.
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They were outside before we were and had been shooting for a while. These particular Amish had never shot before and were missing clay pigeon after clay pigeon even
though Jeremiah was continuing to show them what they were doing wrong. It didn’t
seem to bother them that they were missing because they had more than enough fun
missing as long as they got to shoot the gun. This was bothering Jeremiah because
they were shooting all the ammunition with no regard for its cost, nor heeding his
instructions.
When we did come out to shoot, I took a gun and hit my first clay pigeon…then my second…then my third…and so on. Every time I shot and “hit the mark” I would receive a
strange look from the Amish. This look was generated from a new found idea: it was
more fun to hit the mark than to miss. The boom of the gun was great but seeing the
clay disintegrate was better. Once they saw this, they paid a bit more attention to Jeremiah and actually started to hit their own and were having a blast.
My thought at that moment was this:
What if I had never practiced, was terrible myself, and couldn’t show them what hitting the mark actually looked like? I knew what it was supposed to look like but I
couldn’t. What if I felt bad for them and didn’t want them to feel bad or overshadow
them, and decided not to hit the mark as often as I did?
I think the church comes dangerously close to this in how we walk with Christ: What
if we did not desire to practice our walk with a purpose (to hit the mark)? What if we
become more satisfied with the boom and not the goal? How frustrated would God be
with us: knowing He has given us the gun, the ammunition, and the instruction, but we
don’t use it properly to live our lives to the fullest. What if we wanted to relate to
the world (convince ourselves it’s for good reason – to reach them for Christ), so
we lowered the expectation of what holiness actually looks like? We don’t want to
hurt their feelings so we bring God’s standard down instead of lift Him up with. They
never would see what true repentance looks like. All they would see is that they
shoot just like us (miss) so they must be doing it right as well.
Philippians 3:14 - I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus. Paul is talking about continually bearing down on the goal; the
prize of Christ-likeness. Everyone will say that this is goal, but many will succumb
that since it is not attainable until Christ brings us home we don’t have to work on it
that hard. Many will continue to say that I am not perfect and use it as an excuse to
stop working on hitting the mark.
I Corinthians 9:24 - Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only
one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. As well, run in such a way
that others want to run with you in the direction of Christ. Not on some other manmade course that is subpar and misses the mark. Let’s be steady and ready.

