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My brother-in-law loves to travel the backroads. He purposely avoids quicker routes in favor of the serene and scenic
country lanes. Not me. I’m always looking for the fastest way
to get where I’m going.
Interestingly we read in Exodus 13:17-18, “Now when Pharaoh
had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, "The people might change their minds
when they see war, and return to Egypt." Hence God led the people around by the way
of the wilderness to the Red Sea; and the sons of Israel went up in martial array
from the land of Egypt.” [NASB] God sent Israel to the Promised Land via the long
way. Think with me for a moment about why the long way was better.
The first reason for the long way is stated in the text just cited. God didn’t want his
people to quit when they would experience war and resistance. The easiest thing for
them to have done in that case was to return to Egypt and never again enjoy freedom.
Sometimes the long way helps us keep going.
Another reason for the long way was so that God’s people would see His salvation.
When they get to the Red Sea a day or two after leaving Egypt, they begin to worry
and fret that the pursuing Egyptian army will indeed take them captive once again.
However it was through the Red Sea that God delivered Israel and in the Red Sea that
the enemy army died! (See Exodus 14:13-28).
The glory of God was revealed by Israel taking the long way. Exodus 14:31 states
that when God’s people saw His great power they feared and believed in the Lord.
Shortcuts can bypass God’s blessings and diminish our awe of Him.
In order to experience the faithfulness of God, He sent his people the long way.
When things got tough and the people were hungry and thirsty God provided. In the
wilderness our Heavenly Father gave His people manna and meat (Exodus 16:3-18) as
well as water (Exodus 17:1-7).
We dare not grumble and complain when God doesn’t always allow us to cruise
through life on the interstates. There’s value in the path less traveled, the winding
but comforting country roads. Let’s sit back and enjoy the long way.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

