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Who Do You Resemble?

Pastor Andy Johnston

We were at the store the other night and I was walking with Jack Patrick and Titus Tychicus and a nice lady (probably around 45) was walking past us and she said, “Ooooh
my! They are certainly both your mini-me’s!” translation: they look just like you.
All I could really do was smile and say thank you. I didn’t know what else to say. Maybe if I was wittier I would of said, “it is quite the coincidence that their genotype determined that their phenotype would resemble me”. It never dawned on me that my
boys didn’t look like me.
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It is in their make-up; their genes to look like Liz and me.
As humans it is in our make-up to resemble God. Of course that image was marred at
the fall (Genesis 3), but through Christ, all redeemed people are in a process called
sanctification to restore that image in Him. It is not to be “conformed to this world
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2).
This passage is used so much in today’s churches, and rightfully so. We live in a culture where it is becoming harder to distinguish who belongs to the Father and who
doesn’t. In an effort to witness, Christians can come dangerously close to conforming to this world. There is a desire to see people saved but instead of presenting a
holy and perfect Savior to the lost, we lower holiness and relabel it as “trying to
relate”.
By limiting the holiness in our own lives we cast off a poor representation of God’s
holiness to others. How dare we bring down God’s holiness to the level of man, when
man should be reaching up for His holiness.
So let’s continually be transformed; the process that begins from the inside (not the
outside). This was perfectly illustrated with the transfiguration of Christ (Matt
17:2). For a moment, Peter, James and John were able to see outwardly the glory
that had been covered while Christ was on earth. We, in like manner, daily, should desire to show the inner, redeemed nature that we now have through Christ.
As Christ says, “if anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow after Me”.
Every day we are to deny “self” which desires to conform to this world. Every day we
are to pursue the transformation of “self” and reveal the redeeming work of our
Savior. In a very practical sense we should make people jealous for Who we have,
not content for who they are.
Let’s desire to look like who we were always created to look like. Let’s desire to resemble our Creator God. Let’s be thankful for a Savior who has made this possible.

