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GREETINGS
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.” To every church that Paul wrote,
he uses this same expression. He knew the value of
friendship and relationships. We need to do the same.
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We’ve had new visitors in our Sunday morning service
every week for the past six weeks. That’s truly a blessing! I’ve been
pleased to see many go out of their way to welcome these, that’s a blessing as
well. With that though, let me also remind you of the need to greet the
“regulars” too. We don’t always do so well at that, especially if they sit in another section of the auditorium.
There’s a Welcome There
- Frequently in Scripture we read of greetings from one to another
1. An angel said to Mary, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." (Luke 1:28)
2. “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve
tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.” (James 1:1)
3. John concludes: “The children of your chosen sister greet you.” (II John 13)
There’s a Welcome Here!
- Note how some encouraged others to welcome those unknown to them
1. Those in Ephesus wrote concerning Apollos, “And when he wanted to go
across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples
to welcome him … “ (Acts 18:27)
2. In Colossians 4 Paul sends greetings from his coworkers to the church at Colossae.
He writes, “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings and also Barn
abas's cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome
him).” (Col. 4:10 and see verses 12 & 14 as well)
There’s a Welcome Here?
- There’s always need for improvement. Are we truly friendly to all who visit or attend?
1. We need to greet all people, not just those we already know. Note
Christ’s caution. "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?” (Matthew 5:47)
2. John concludes his last epistle with the words “Greet the friends by
name.” (III John 1:15)
- Do we know the names of those who attend our church and do we greet them?
Might all of us greet all of us!
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

