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UNCOMFORTABLE
Life is not always easy. We all have endured difficult or stressful
events. I think of tight shoes, dental procedures, colonoscopies, job
interviews and funerals as all being potentially unpleasant to varying
degrees. But what about the Christian life? Are we willing to be uncomfortable Christians?
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In Philippians 3:10 Paul expresses his desire to know Christ better
through the fellowship of His sufferings. Furthermore in I Corinthians
9:27 Paul indicates that he disciplines his body to make it his slave and
thereby better serve Christ. Jesus Himself said “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23).
Think for just a minute about some of God’s followers who were uncomfortable.
1. Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees for an unknown destination. (Genesis 12:1)
2. Joseph was sold into slavery, falsely charged, imprisoned and forgotten. (Gen 39-41)
3. Moses was misunderstood and maligned by the multitudes he was called to manage.
(See for instance Exodus 15:24, 16:2 and 17:3)
4. The prophet Nathan was told to confront King David’s sins. (II Samuel 12:7-9)
5. Jeremiah was up to his armpits in muck because he predicted Israel’s demise. (Jer 38:6)
6. Hosea was told to take a prostitute as his wife. (Hosea 1:2)
7. Shadrach and company refused to bow to an arrogant and idolatrous king and then faced
his fury in a fiery furnace. (Daniel 3)
8. Hebrews 11:35-38 tells of faithful followers who were tortured, scourged, stoned,
sawn in two and killed with a sword.
9. Ananias was sent to the former persecutor and newly converted Saul. (Acts 9:10-17)
10. Paul met with multiple perils including shipwreck, robberies, sleeplessness and hunger
as he ministered for Christ. (II Corinthians 11:24-27)
Remember too Christ’s suffering and death in which we are called to share.
1. The Gethsemane agony. (Luke 22:39-46)
2. Judas’ betrayal with a kiss. (Luke 22:48)
3. A crown of thorns. (Matthew 27:29)
4. His hands and heals split with spikes that held Him to the cross. (John 19:16-18)
5. The mocking, spitting, taunting crowds and criminals. (Luke 23:35-37)
6. Forsaken by the Father (Mark 15:34) and mourned by His mother (John 19:25).
As Christians we must not be comfortable but rather committed, no matter the cost. There is
no place for the soft and sentimental Christianity being prominently proclaimed and peddled
by some pastor/promoters.
Might we look up, listen up and learn to be uncomfortable.
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