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A time intended for Growth

Pastor Andy Johnston

That time of year is upon us again. It is the time when the weather is warm and the days
are long. It is the time when you start to see the growth again in the trees, flowers,
and gardens. It is great to go to the park, the beach and the ball game. It is that time
when it is ok to tirelessly work in the yard and on the house to see growth.
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Unfortunately, it is also the time when most churches take off. Right when the weather is warmer and the days are longer; when the joints feel better and the energy is
higher; when we feel like being out of our houses and active, unfortunately, is when
the church takes most of the time off.
Too many times we see that the summer is our time to relax. We just finished a strenuous year of school, football, basketball, baseball, plays, work, AWANA, bible study,
etc…and we are tired and need a break. I need a break as well. I am taking a few days
in June for rest. What I pray is that we, as a church body, do not take a summer break
from valuable growth. II Thessalonians 3:13 – But as for you, brethren, do not grow
weary of doing good. Too many times people flee to some other “activity” because
they genuinely believe it is going to give them rest and we do not see each other, as a
whole, for the summer. Psalm 46:1a – God is our refuge and strength… God is
where we genuinely find rest. And yes, that can happen for people whereever they
are, but what about the person (the body) of the church. When members are gone too
long the body feels it. When members decide not to grow together the body feels it.
Sadly, the church in America takes off right when the opportunity for growth is
ripe. We still have bible studies, Sunday Schools, fellowships, discipleship, and outreach activities. Let us not take two months of our year and lose focus on the race.
Romans 12:11 – not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.
I like to work out, and it has been said that for every day that you take off, it take
two days to gain back what you have lost. It is a whole lot easier to gain fat than to
keep muscle. I believe it is the same in the church. II Peter 1:5-8 – 5 Now for this
very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in
your moral excellence, knowledge, 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your
self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in
the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I pray we as a church, the whole church body, are increasing in these qualities, daily,
so we are not rendered useless or unfruitful in a time that is intended for growth.
May our eyes always and continually be on Christ.

