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Dave Thomas is the founder of the Wendys fast food chain.
Before his death he often appeared in their commercials and
print advertising. Many know that he named his restaurant
chain for his daughter Wendy. What you might not realize is
that within the Wendys logo is a recognition and acknowledgment of motherhood. If you look closely at Wendy’s collar
you see the word “mom” almost hidden in plain sight! That’s
especially noteworthy when you understand that Dave Thomas was adopted. He
had a unique appreciation for motherhood and honors it in his logo.
The fifth of the Ten Commandments says, “Honor your father and mother, that
your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives
you.” (Exodus 20:12). Jesus repeated that command in Matthew 15:4 and added
“He who speaks evil of father or mother is to be put to death” from Exodus
21:17. When the Apostle Paul notes this command he adds that this is the first
commandment with a promise that it may be well with you, and that you may live
long on the earth. (See Ephesians 6:2-3 and Deuteronomy 5:16).
While dying for us on the cross, Jesus honored his mother. In John 19:26-27
we read “When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved
standing nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then He said
to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" From that hour the disciple took her
into his own household.” At the time of Christ’s crucifixion Mary was very likely a widow, and Jesus, being her oldest son, was responsible for her care. He
thoughtfully discharged that responsibility to the attention of his best friend
John, and honored his mother in doing so.
To honor is to attribute high status and respect, to ascribe worth and assign
value. Vine’s Greek Dictionary indicates that one who is honored occupies a position of highest rank. Though many will say that they love their mother, they
do not honor her. When children of any age are disobedient and defiant they
dishonor their mothers. (See Romans 1:30 and II Timothy 3:2).
May God help us to be counter-cultural Christians in our high regard and respect for moms and motherhood.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

