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I was studying with the teens last night in youth group from Joshua Chapter 10. Now, most
know this story because of these verses:
10:12-14 - “12 Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the
Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “O sun, stand still at
Gibeon, and O moon in the valley of Aijalon.” 13 So the sun stood still, and the moon
stopped, until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies. Is it not written in the book of
Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky and did not hasten to go down for
about a whole day. 14 There was no day like that before it or after it, when the Lord listened
to the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.” (New American Standard Version)
these are very important verses to this passage (and to some of our theology), but all these
are, are verses that explain the outcome of the battle with the Amorites – which is what we
love. What most tend to read right over in this passage happens a few verses before:
10:8-10 - “8 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your
hands; not one of them shall stand before you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly by
marching all night from Gilgal. 10 And the Lord confounded them before Israel, and He slew
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Bethhoron and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.”
In these few verses we see one command followed by a series of verbs.
The command – Do not fear them. God is bringing comfort to Joshua and the people, not
through new revelation, but by reaffirming promises already given (Joshua 1:5). And that is
what we still need to this day; old truth applied freshly to our current need. And what we
still need today is that this truth should not cause us to be complacent, but energize us to
have a right response to our Sovereign God.
I have “given” them into your hands – the work is already done. All Joshua and the people
need to do is go to victory - but by way of a long march all night (25 miles up hill) and an
attack at night. This victory wasn’t done by being stagnate.
The LORD “confounded” (routed) them & the LORD “slew” them - The LORD is the one who
takes credit for defeating the Amorites.
The LORD “pursued” them – The Amorites are not fleeing from Joshua but from the LORD.
The LORD “struck” them – verse 11 says it was the LORD who threw large hail stones upon
them; there were more who died from the stones that day than by Joshua’s sword. It is God
who is the Warrior, not us. It is God who is the EL GIBBOR (God the Mighty Warrior), and it
would do the church well to remember this. We do not have to fight the world alone. The
victory is already won.
I Corinthians 15:57 - …thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
We may have to march uphill for 25 miles. We may have to wear heavy gear. We may have to
fight at night when we are tired. We may have to get out of our comfort zone. We may have
to get over our nerves. We may have to study harder and then put that study into practice.
We may have to start obeying.
Easter is upon us. Let us pray that we will be active and follow The Victor into battle to see
people saved!
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