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Imagine that you are throwing a dinner party for a group of friends. You’ve spent hours deciding what you are preparing for each course, then you spent time purchasing all the ingredients for each course, preparing the foods, getting your house cleaned, setting out your
best dinnerware and flatware, and inviting the guests. The evening of your dinner party arrives and at the appointed time one couple arrives in time for the appetizers. Another couple
arrives for the salad course and another finally arrives for the main entrée. And as you
bring out the dessert, another couple arrives, but there are a number of guests who don’t
show up at all. You are disappointed. You love to cook and you love to nourish others with
fine foods.
Sunday school teachers and pastors are “throwing dinner parties” every week. They spend
hours preparing for a Sunday lesson or sermon, searching Scriptures and commentaries,
buying materials that are needed, setting out materials or making power point presentations.
They love to feed others with the best kind of spiritual nourishment: the Word of God. But
on Sunday morning, at the appointed time, some are there for the appetizer, some wander in
for the salad course, many get there for the entrée or the dessert, but many don’t come at all
.
In the 2009 book Already Gone by Ken Ham and Britt Beemer a scientific study was done
about why people leave the church. One of the reasons from some was they doubted the
Scriptures as truth. “Those who no longer believe that all of the accounts and stories in
the Bible are true: 39.8% first had doubts in middle school, 43.7% first had their doubts
in high school, 10.6% had their first doubts during college.” From this study we can see
the importance of keeping children in Sunday school and church so they hear God’s Word as
truth. If not, if church is a hit or miss event, you can imagine that they’ll get their information from the world.
It is imperative that as parents we look at our children’s church habits: Are we bringing
them to Sunday school and church and AWANA weekly? Are we making the commitment to do
so? Do we discuss their Sunday school and AWANA lessons, and for older students, do we
discuss the sermon with them? Do we take our roles as spiritual leaders seriously? Those
students under the age of 16 cannot drive to church on their own, so it is up to parents to
get them there.
You are challenged. You are challenged to make Sunday school, AWANA, and church attendance a commitment in your life, if not for your sake (and it should be), but for the sake of
your children. The world usually shouts out its messages a lot louder than the church.
Children need to be immersed in God’s Word at home and church, otherwise the Word is
shouted down. You are challenged to immerse your children in His Word at home and church.
Will you take this challenge?
Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (NIV)
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