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I need to confess something to you: I don’t prefer everything we sing on Sunday mornings.
It’s not that I don’t worship. Quite the opposite. I have been increasingly aware of the state
of my heart during worship over the past few years. It’s just that some of the songs we sing
would not be played in my car on a regular basis, I wouldn’t listen to them as I cut the
grass, nor would I listen to them as I sit at my desk at work. There are just some songs that
don’t fit my personal preference. That’s not a bad thing.
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In fact, there are also many songs that I do listen to that I would not see fit to play for
church. None of them would I consider inappropriate for worship, but I would consider them
inappropriate for our congregation.
I once heard a prominent Christian music writer speak about her experiences with worship as
a writer, as a singer, and as a worshipper. It was fascinating to understand her perspective
of worship. Her music has influenced decades of Christians and, in my opinion, has shaped the
culture surrounding Contemporary Christian Music. She spoke to us, a crowd of mainly college-age students, about her disappointment with the “worship wars.” It was clear that her
heart was burdened by the fighting that was taking place in churches across America over
the selection of music styles, instruments, and songs in the worship service. She discussed
the clear generational divide that was pervasive in churches and a great deal of the divide
was created as a result of personal stylistic preference.
From that moment on after hearing her speak, my perspective on worship changed. I was suddenly more interested in the words that the music enhanced. Music is intended to enhance our
worship. It is intended to enhance the words. It is not the other way around. Given this perspective, we must be aware of two things: the words are of paramount importance, must be
true and must declare the supremacy of God; and that the style of music is but a cultural
statement and cannot be dictated by anything but our own personal preference.
My heart longs for opportunities to hear members of our congregation lift their voices in a
joyful out-pouring of praise to our King. But that will require you to enter the worship
service every Sunday with an expectation that the style of music you hear won’t always be
your favorite. Given the delicate nature of music style and preference, no decision about
the music is made lightly. When I started in this position it was my hope that the music could
“grow organically” from the congregation. The purpose of this statement was to encourage
an attitude of investment with the members of the congregation. I enjoy hearing about what
you listen to when you’re listening for pleasure.
There are two things I think about when selecting music: Do the words of this song declare
the supremacy of God? Will the music enhance the words appropriately for our congregation?
I don’t pick songs because “I like them”. I pick songs out of love for the body.
If you ever find yourself distracted by a style of music remember that there are probably
multiple people who are being ministered to by it and that we are called to love each other
more than we love our music preferences. I encourage you to pray for a heart of worship
that transcends the barriers of personal preference and hones in on the heart of God and
His Glory. He is Worthy to be Praised!
Grace and Peace,
Adam

