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NAUGHTY OR NICE?
The secular Christmas song “Santa Clause is Coming to Town”
warns children that Santa Clause is making and list and checking it
twice; and he’s goin’ to find out who’s naughty and nice so you
better be good for goodness sake. Actually almost none of that
is true. Though there may be an historical Kris Kringle, he would
not be omnipotent and could not give every child presents. Furthermore, to be good simply for goodness sake is humanistic and
selfish.
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However God’s Word does give us lists of naughty and nice characteristics.

NICE

NAUGHTY

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities,
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which I forewarn you,
just as I have forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
-Galatians 5:19-21

But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,23gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is
no law.
- Galatians 5:22-23

Let no unwholesome word proceed
from your mouth, but only such a word
as is good for edification according to
the need of the moment, so that it will
give grace to those who hear. 30 Do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.
- Ephesians 4:29

Therefore, laying aside falsehood,
speak truth each one of you with his
neighbor, for we are members of one
another. 26Be angry, and yet do not
sin; do not let the sun go down on
your anger, 27and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28He who steals
must steal no longer; but rather he
must labor, performing with his own
hands what is good, so that he will
have something to share with one who
has need.
- Ephesians 4:25 -28

Our motivation for doing right is not because Santa’s coming but because the Savior is
watching.
Christ wants us walk in obedience to Him and His Word. Because we know that Jesus is
coming John writes, “And everyone that has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just
as He is pure.” (I John 3:3).
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

