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Can you imagine driving in town and suddenly finding the
storm grate or man hole cover in the middle of the street
missing? You would need to suddenly swerve to keep from
hitting the open and dangerous drain. And haven’t you walked
down a city street and come to one of those old metal covers or grates and either walked around or carefully over
it, since you aren’t sure if it is safe. No grate or an insufficient one is very discomforting. There should be grates!
And yet one sign of our times is no grate or more specifically, no gratefulness. Paul
writing to Timothy said that in the last days perilous times will come when men will be,
among other things, unthankful. (See II Timothy 3:1-2). Jesus also experienced ingratitude. After healing ten lepers Luke 17:15-16 says, “Now one of them, when he saw
that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and he fell
on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan.” Jesus wondered
about the others, "Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine-- where are they? (Luke
17:17).
I hope Christ doesn’t have to wonder about our worshipful praise and thanksgiving.
Might we “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to
Him, bless His name. For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His
faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5).
This Thanksgiving season let us remember to give thanks to God. “O come, let us sing
for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. Let us come
before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with
psalms.” (Psalm 95:1-2). Oh that we would “give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, and for His wonders to the sons of men!” Might we also “offer sacrifices
of thanksgiving, and tell of His works with joyful singing.” (See Psalm 107:21-22)
Because of our salvation and situation in Christ, “let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His
name.” (Hebrews 13:15).
No gratitude, no gratefulness, no grate! It is serious and dangerous when we as materialistic men and women begin to marvel and revel in all that we have accomplished and
accumulated without giving thanks to God. Don’t go “grate-less.”
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

