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REFORMATION DAY
One of the most important things on this date in history was
Martin Luther’s posting of a “Resolution Concerning the Virtue or Indulgences” on the Castle Church door at the University of Wittenberg in Germany in 1517.
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Luther objected to the sale of indulgences whereby the Pope
could bestow favors from his treasury of merits. These indulgences were said to give evidence of one’s repentance and
could even be transferred to others so as to decrease their
time in purgatory. Based upon Titus 3:5 Luther objected to any works-based favor from God.
“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”
In the years immediately following Luther’s castle door post he continued to detail areas of
disagreement with the Roman Catholic Church. During the Leipzig Debate in the Summer of
1519 he argued for the superiority of Scripture and not the churches teachings or traditions. II Timothy states “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
In 1520 Luther published “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church” whereby he argued for
salvation by grace through faith alone. He rightly understood and defended Ephesians 2:8-9
where God’s Word states “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
“The Freedom of the Christian Man” also written by Luther in 1520, presented the biblical
doctrine of the priesthood of the believer whereby men come to God through Christ and not
the Church, the Pope or a priest. “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (I Timothy 2:5)
In all of his teachings, Martin Luther held that our relationship with Christ redounds to
God’s glory. “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His

grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:56).
Today let’s celebrate the Reformation and our relationship with God by faith alone, in Scripture alone, through Christ alone, by grace alone, to the glory of God alone.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

