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We pillow our weary heads and sometimes sigh “is it
worth it?” Is it worth the effort to serve? Aren’t they
expecting too much from me at the church? When questions like these abound we’re definitely suffering from a
common but oft ignored malady called “labor daze.”
The Bible provides ample examples of those whose work
was unsatisfying or overwhelming. The wisest and richest
man in the world concluded “Then I looked on all the
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labor that I had labored to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the
sun.”(Ecclesiastes 2:11) Haggai points out the futility of the disobedient. “Ye have
sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are
not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. (Haggai 1:6)
Of course we dare not forget the famous account of Mary and Martha in Luke 10:3843. Jesus cautioned this labor-dazed lady, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and
troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” (verses 41-42). We could add to
these some disappointed disciples and former fisherman who worked all night and
caught nothing. (See John 21:3).
So how can the labor-dazed be encouraged?
First we must keep going. I Corinthians 15:58 states, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your toil is not in vain in the Lord. The secret to Paul’s success is stated in Colossians 1:29 “For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which
mightily works within me.” Paul fixed his hope on the living God and labored and
strove accordingly (see I Timothy 4:10). And finally, there is no shame in anticipating
a reward for what we’re doing. “Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one:
and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are
laborers together with God ...” (I Corinthians 3:8-9a).
“Holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.” (Philippians 2:16).
Looking up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

