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Never Too Old to Learn Something New 
Pastor Andy 
 
Jack Patrick started school three weeks ago and like many of the Kindergarten-
ers that we saw the first day of school, he was emotional. (And so were his par-
ents.) Going to school was something that he did not want to do. He had become 
accustomed to the life of going to church, the zoo, the children’s museum, 
grocery shopping with mama at Trader Joes, playing trucks in the driveway, put-
ting on every soldier costume he has, and going to ROMEO on Fridays with the 
guys. School was not something on his agenda, but as we all know, it is a neces-
sary process in his development for life.  
 
This is the same for those going to Junior High, High School, College, First 
Job, Buying a House, Second Job, Retirement, or trying anything else for the 
first time. It is nerve racking and uneasy – there are too many situations that 
are unexpected. 
 
When does this stop? When do we stop placing ourselves in position to grow 
and learn something new?    
 
When the disciples (16-30 years old) were asked to cast their nets to the oth-
er side of the boat, they gave an excuse at first, because they “somehow” knew 
better (Luke 5:4). 
 
When Jonah (maybe 40-45) was asked to go to Nineveh he fled 2500 miles in 
the other direction.  
 
When Moses (80 years old) was asked to speak for God he gave seven excuses 
to try and not go (Exodus 3-4:23).  
 
When Abraham (100 years old) and Sarah (90 years old) were told they would 
be parents he fell to his face and laughed (Genesis 17:17). 
 
I’m not sure it does stop. It seems to me that God always has something for us 
to learn and do no matter our age. It seems that God knows who He wants to 
use. It seems that excuses don’t work well. And it seems God’s ways tend to be 
outstanding.  
 
May we be a church that doesn’t have reluctance and excuses when asked to 
try some something new, but a desire to see what God can do.  


