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Israel had a problem. I Samuel 13:19-20 says “Now no
blacksmith could be found in all the land of Israel, for
the Philistines said, ‘Otherwise the Hebrews will make
swords or spears.’ 20 So all Israel went down to the
Philistines, each to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock,
his axe, and his hoe.” It was a powerful and strategic move
on the part of the Philistines to maintain a corner on the
metal working trades. Because of this we’re told that the
Israelites were at their mercy even when it came to sharpening their farm implements.
Being forced to go there was expensive, inconvenient and humiliating.
We have a proverb. “Iron sharpens iron, so that one man sharpens another.” We understand the concept of using a metal file to sharpen and metal knife or mower
blade. Iron sharpening iron.
So what? Is there any connection between the Israel’s problem and our proverb? Yes!
Note that the proverb indicates we are supposed to be sharpening and helping one
another. This is a part of the one-anothering process that we’ve been going over in
church on Sunday mornings. But what about when we don’t have the files? In that case
we’re forced to go to the Philistines for encouragement, counseling and assistance.
This is expensive, inconvenient and humiliating. Isn’t there a better way?
The real problem is not that we don’t have the file and thereby sharpen each other.
The issue is that we don’t use the file we have. We’re hesitant to get too involved with
each other. We’re often not eager to encourage. We’re content with dullness.
We need to get out our files and work with each other. A file can certainly sharpen
metal. I think of David and Jonathan as friends who knew how to file each other, making both better. (You can read of them in I Samuel 18-20.) A file can also smooth metal by knocking off the rough burrs. Jesus did this in his friendship with Peter. We
read in John 21 how Jesus helped Peter understand responsibility and overcome
guilt. Then too, a file can shape metal creating something beautiful from what otherwise would not be so. I’m reminded of Paul and Timothy’s friendship in this regard.
Read I Timothy 1:18-19 and see how Paul encourages Timothy there.
Next time you need encouragement don’t go to the Philistines. Come to church, bring
your file and watch God work!
Looking Up!
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