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Many of us are familiar with the phrase “Looking Unto Jesus” which comes from Hebrews 12:2. There
we’re told to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith. This is often used to as an inspiration to press on amid hardship since Christ “for
the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” This is a wonderful encouragement.
I wonder though, have you ever thought about listening and not just looking at
Christ’s crucifixion? You might be surprised what you’d hear.
When we listen to Christ on the cross the first words we’d hear are “Father forgive
them.” (Luke 23:54). Though being tortured our Lord offered tender words of compassion to his crucifiers.
The thing we would hear next is “Today, you’ll be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43).
This sentence gave comfort and hope to a repentant robber on the cross next to
Christ’s.
John 19:26-27 reads, “When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He
loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then He said
to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ From that hour the disciple took her into his
own household.”
As the oldest son, Jesus was taking care of His responsibility to Mary His mother, by
asking John to provide for her.
We hear our Lord’s humanity when He says “I thirst” (John 19:28) and we hear his agony when He screams, “My God, My god, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46
and Mark 15:34.) We know of His destiny when, in His sixth saying, He notes “Into Your
hands I commit My spirit.” (Luke 23:46). Then finally, as we listen to Christ’s final
phrase from the cross, we hear words of victory. "It is finished! And He bowed His
head and gave up His spirit.” (John 19:30) Christ’s salvation mission was accomplished, Satan was defeated and Christians through the ages gain Christ’s bloodbought pardon.
Listening unto Jesus we hear words of compassion and comfort followed by expressions of responsibility, humanity, agony, destiny and victory. Might we stop, listen and
learn from these wonderful words of Christ.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

