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“ROUNDUP READY”
This time of year we are likely to hear or see advertisements for seeds and herbicides that farmers will soon be
using in their fields. One phrase that seems especially
popular is the term “Roundup Ready.” In 1996 genetically
modified soybean seeds were the first to be developed using this technology. Current Roundup Ready crops include
soy, corn, canola, alfalfa, cotton and sorghum. Wheat is
under development. From what I understand Roundup Ready
means that the seed is genetically altered so that it can withstand the
post emergence application of Monsanto’s herbicide Roundup (glyphosate)
for the control of weeds. If the seed were not “Roundup Ready” the
plant and the weed would both be destroyed leaving nothing to be harvested in the Fall.
I’m wondering if we’re “Roundup Ready?” Are we able to stand tall and
grow favorably while the weeds around us are destroyed? Do we submit to
the application of God’s Word that will root out all that is weedy and
worthless? Jesus indicated that some seed that is sown will suffer from
the growth of thorns that come up and choke it out (Mark 4:7). Are we
ready to overcome those threatening thorns?
Are we truly “Roundup Ready?” I Thessalonians 4:16-17 tells of a great
“roundup” that God Himself has planned. “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.” In light
of Christ’s coming the Apostle John wrote “Beloved, now we are children
of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when
He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And
everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.” We’re not totally sure about all the details of our heavenly lives
post-roundup but we do know that in at least some ways we will be like Jesus. What we know for certain is that right now, in light of this hope, we
should be pure. I wonder, are you Roundup Ready?
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

