F RAN K LIN

R O AD

bapt ist church

51 North Fra nklin Roa d • Ind ia na p olis, IN 46219 • 317.897.1298

THE “GIVER-UPPERS”
Consider the scene of great sadness as the followers
of Jesus saw Him crucified. When Jesus gave up the
ghost (Matthew 27:50) His followers gave up their
hope.
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Think of discouraged Peter. Three times he had denied
the Lord (Luke 22:54-61) and the final time Luke records that Jesus looked right at him (v.61). He left the
courtyard and bitterly wept. He gave up on Jesus and
gave in to sin.
Then too there were the dejected women. Mark 16:1 tells us that three women
brought spices to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. It wasn’t a pleasant task, but
someone had to more thoroughly prepare the body for grave conditions. Several
days have passed and they’ve given up on any thought of a resurrection.
Luke 22 records the testimony of two disappointed followers returning home to Emmaus the Sunday after the crucifixion. There was no reason for them to remain in Jerusalem when their Master was dead. (vs. 13-20). They had hoped He would be Israel’s redeemer (v.21), but such was apparently not to be the case.
The despondent disciples were also among the “giver-uppers.” Though informed by
Mary Magdalene and then the Emmaus disciples that Jesus had indeed risen (Mark 16:9
-13) they refused to believe it (Mark 16:11). A resurrected Christ was just too
good to be true.
What’s truly amazing is that these “giver-uppers” were transformed into the “goingouters” after they saw the resurrected Christ!
Discouraged Peter received a personal visit from Jesus (Luke 24:34) and then told
the other disciples. Mary Magdalene, one of the dejected women in Mark 16:1, saw
Jesus and announced to the disciples that He had risen (John 20:18). Furthermore,
the disappointed Emmaus disciples quickly returned to Jerusalem to inform others of
Jesus’s resurrection (Luke 24:33). Amazingly, those despondent disciples were witnesses of Christ’s resurrected body and sent to tell the world about salvation
through Him (Matthew 28:16-20).
In John 16:20 Jesus predicted that those who followed Him would weep and lament
but that their grief would be turned to joy. Such was certainly the case. The hopeless became hope-filled. The reality is that “giver-uppers” became “going-outers.”
Might we never give up on the gospel of Jesus and consistently go out proclaiming
His truth to others.
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

