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God’s ways deserve to be observed over our own intensions.
Pastor Andy
I remember back in Seminary thinking that when I became a youth pastor and we had
events like the Super Bowl I would:
Invite all the teens to come over
Eat pizza, chicken wings, and soda
Talk about the great plays of the game
And laugh at all the commercials
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Now, as I remember all the way back to last night, the reality that my thoughts were
not as realistic as I once remembered 10 years ago finally set in. Last night we had:
Some of the teens over
We ate tacos and drank water
Talked about why horses are better than cats
Played apples to apples (it is a box game that many people enjoy but it still makes
zero sense to me)
And I can’t remember one commercial
And I had a great time. I had a great time hearing the teens laugh. I had a great time
watching them play with my kids. I had a great time talking about the retreat that is
coming up this next weekend. I didn’t have a great time because the Super Bowl was
on.
It is not what I always pictured in my head and that is ok – it was better.
I am reminded of Acts 16:6-10. Paul, Timothy, Luke, and Silas are traveling and
preaching the gospel and desire to go to Phrygia, Mysia, Bithynia, and Troas and the
Lord several times tells them to move on or forbids them to do so. Instead Paul is
given a vision to move on to Macedonia.
I am sure they had plans to do great things in those other places but that is not what
the Lord had in mind. They didn’t argue or force their plans – they just obeyed. They
completely understood "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways
My ways," declares the LORD (Isaiah 55:8). When they moved on they left for Greece
(more specifically, Phillipi), and there they met Lydia, who was saved, and whose house
served as the church for Phillipi.
God’s ways deserve to be observed over our own intensions.
If I desired to only watch the Super Bowl I probably would have never talked about
the teens interest’s, watched videos on their phones of them performing at school,
and listen to what makes them laugh.

