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If you received a handmade gift for Christmas this
year, I’m sure you treasure the gift but also the giver. Handmade items are often expensive and exquisite.
Things made by hand may also be expressive. Many families enjoy heirlooms that were specially made by a
grandparent or great-grandparent. Indeed handmade
gifts are unique. They are not mass-produced in a factory; they are one-of-a-kind items. Those who carve,
build, sew, knit, embroider, paint or craft skillfully and patiently work to fashion
their piece and then present it to someone special. It’s great to be the recipient of
such a gift.
Consider Job 10:8-12. “Your hands fashioned and made me altogether .... Remember
now, that You have made me as clay.... Did You not pour me out like milk and curdle me
like cheese; clothe me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews? You have granted me life and lovingkindness; and Your care has preserved my
spirit.” Note the intricate work of God in forming us. We are hand-fashioned and
formed as clay. Marvel at the description of gestation as we move from conception to
birth. First a liquid that begins to solidify (curdle) then take on skin then bones followed by muscles. Job praises God for His kindness and care that preserves not just
his physical formation but even his immaterial spirit.
The first humans, Adam and Eve were handmade (not evolved). Genesis 1:27 tells us
that God created man in His own image. The Hebrew word for create (bara) can also be
translated “to shape.” When describing Eve’s special creation Genesis 2:22 says that
God “fashioned into a women the rib which He had taken from the man ...” That word
“fashioned” (banah) can also be translated “to build.” God shaped and built mankind.
Sounds handmade to me.
Think too of Psalm 139:13 where we’re told that before birth God formed our inward parts and wove us together in our mother’s womb. In Jeremiah 1:5 God reveals
to His prophet “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were
born I consecrated you.” To be woven and formed by God is indeed to be handmade.
Like the psalmist, our response should be that of thanksgiving for we are fearfully,
wonderfully made. (Psalm 139:14). Tragically many are ungrateful and destroy the
special and sacred handmade gift that God gives. Let us pray and work to stop the
killing of unborn, handmade babies.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

