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Well, here we are at the beginning of a brand new
year. We start fresh every new year yet we may be inclined to bring bitterness and hurt from the past. Isn’t it time to move on?
The Israelites at Kadesh were unwilling to move on.
God had moved them out of Egypt and through the wilderness so that now they were on the doorstep of the
Promised Land. You recall the account. Moses sent
twelve men from each tribe into Canaan to behold the blessings God had for
them there. When they returned they excitedly testified that the land flowed
with milk and honey (Numbers 13:27). Regrettably, in their next breath they
said, “Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities
are fortified and very large; and moreover we saw the descendants of Anak
[giants] there.” (Numbers 13:28). After the people fussed and fretted through
that night most were ready to rebel against their leaders and return to Egypt!
Fear caused them to miss God’s blessings. Rebellion forced them to trudge in
circles through a barren wilderness for forty years. They just weren’t willing
to move on.
Then too consider Jonah, the prodigal prophet. He preached and then pouted
because his enemies repented. While complaining to God he parks himself on the
edge of the city where God miraculously causes a plant to grow and provide
shade. But the next day the plant shrivels and Jonah has even more about which
to mumble. So God asks Jonah, “Do you have good reason to be angry about
the plant?” to which Jonah answers, “I have good reason to be angry, even to
death.” (Jonah 4:9). Rather than being mad why didn’t Jonah just move to a
place where shade could be found? Jonah’s stubbornness ended any further
ministry God might have had for him. He just wasn’t ready to move on.
So what about us? Are we disappointed or discouraged about some turn of
events? Are we mad at God or some situation? Shouldn’t we just move on? Hebrews challenges us to “... run with endurance the race set before us, fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith ....” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Lets quit hanging our heads and dragging our feet and start the move today!
Looking Up!
Pastor Chuck Circle

