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A GREAT FALL
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The bonfires are glowing, the hayrides are scheduled
and the whine of leaf blowers echo on every street.
It’s Fall. The leaves on the trees have reached their
full colors and even if cold weather is getting closer,
we’ve had an exceptionally warm October. I think we
could say it’s been a great Fall. But think of another,
far less thrilling great fall.
We often refer to Adam and Eve’s sin in Genesis 3 as
“The Fall,” and truly it was. In fact because they saw,
took and shared forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:6) they sinned and fell away from their privileged fellowship with God. This however, was only the beginning of great falls.
Consider the great fall indicated by the pre-flood debauchery whereby every thought
from everyone except Noah was only evil continually. (See Gen. 6:5). Think too of the
great fall at the Tower of Babel where man’s arrogant desire to make a name for himself (Gen. 11:4) brought God’s judgment and confusion of the languages. And what
about Lot’s corruption? Having escaped the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah he
drunkenly yields to incest with his daughters (Note Gen. 19:30-38). Then there’s also Korah’s rebellion in Numbers 16 and David’s lust and adultery in II Sam. 11:2-4.
Remember also Solomon’s demise when his wives turned his heart away from God (I
Kings 11:4-6). All of these are great falls.
The New Testament also relates great falls. Judas’ bitter betrayal is an example
(Matt. 16:15). And Acts 5:1-10 tells us of Ananias and Sapphira’s hypocrisy and deceit that led to their death. John Mark was an eager missionary intern until the going
got tough and he went back home (Acts 13:13). Demas likewise, though for many
years faithful, fell into carnality and deserted Paul at the end of the apostle’s life
(II Tim. 4:10). Then too Diotrophes in III John 9-10, with his selfish attitude and actions, wickedly disrupted the church he pastored.
I Corinthians 10:12 reminds that when we think we’re standing to take heed lest we
fall. Furthermore John 16:1-5 indicates that Jesus’ promise about the Holy Spirit’s
coming was so that we might be kept from falling. Finally, Proverbs 4:27 says “Do
not turn to the right nor to the left; turn your foot from evil.”
Might each of us be careful lest we too experience a great fall.
Looking Up,
Pastor Chuck Circle

